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spent most of his time searching the jungles for a white elephant.
In 1747 his ministers decided that their cause demanded a
real leader and in his stead raised Binnya Dala to the throne.
Under him the Mon raids into the distracted Kingdom of Ava
became more and more insistent until at last, having seized the
vital Kyaukse area, they besieged Ava, and in April 1752 the
city fell.
It looked as if the Mons had at last turned the tables on
the Burmese. Detachments were sent out in all directions to
administer the water of allegiance. The Einshemin or Heir
Apparent, Binnya Dala's younger brother, evidently thought
that all resistance was at an end. He prepared to ship the main
body of his troops downstream, leaving a garrison behind under
his next-in-command, Talaban. Before leaving he received the
unpleasant news that one of his detachments, sent to demand the
allegiance of the town of Moksobomyo ('the town of the hunter
chief), about forty miles north of Ava, had been cut to pieces
by the inhabitants. He ought to have enquired more carefully
into the nature of the incident, but made the fatal mistake of
treating it as trivial. With the parting injunction to Talaban to
make an example of the place, he set off home with his troops.
The quarter from which he feared trouble was not Upper
Burma but Siam, which had given hospitality to the Burmese
governors of Martaban and Tavoy, when they fled from their
rebellious subjects, and had exchanged missions and presents
with Ava before its fall. Unfortunately for the Mons the resist-
ance of Moksobomyo was the beginning of a Burmese national
movement, which was to destroy the kingdom of Pegu utterly,
and the thugyi of the place, who organized the resistance, was
to become one of the greatest heroes in his country's history.